I have been in Mongolia for just over a week now. As you can imagine, there are
already so many stories to tell!

I know many of you had the same questions for me before | left, so | will attempt to
answer them now...

Weather: The temperature is hovering above freezing. When there is no wind, it is very
pleasant. However, | do have to acclimatize a bit after coming from a New Zealand
summer!

Food: There is certainly a Russian influence here...and Russian chocolate is quite
good! However, the variety of foods that are available to the Mongolians is very limited.
They eat a lot of soup with cabbage, carrot, potato, mutton and dumplings. | am
enjoying their milk tea. They make it by pouring boiled water over Russian tea leaves.
They then add milk and salt.

Accommodation: | am living in a Russian style concrete apartment building. | do have a
flush toilet, but if too much toilet paper is flushed it can clog up the pipes! | do have hot
water and electricity, most of the time. | will be sharing my apartment with all of the
other short-term visitors that are coming to Mongolia in the next 6 months. The
American teachers have just left and a small animal vet from California has just arrived.

This is the first time that | have had an “office” job and | am adjusting to sitting all day!
There is a big team at V.E.T. Net; about 70 staff. | am concentrating on learning
everyone’s names, which isn’t easy. The names of most of the Mongolians are
shortened for the “foreigners” benefit. For example, Jargalsaikhan is Jagaa and
Narantuya is Naraa. | will be starting some formal Mongolian language classes next
week, which will be essential for everyday life here.

One of the highlights of the week was visiting a ger (Mongolian tent house) for dinner.
Undrakh is recently married and moved into the ger with her husband last September.
She prepared botz (dumplings) for us. | am going to be eating a lot of botz while | am
here! There is a mixture of modern and primitive living in the ger. For example, there is
a TV, but they sleep on the floor. Of course gers in the countryside do not have the
luxury of electricity.

Another highlight was learning Mongolian archery. The three main sports in Mongolia
are wrestling, horse racing and archery. These events are all featured at the big
Naadam festival in July. A few of us went to the Naadam archery stadium and Ariuyna,
the only foreigner to participate at Naadam, was our teacher. | may have not been the
best archer, but | got the award for being the most entertaining!

I am scheduled to go out on my first countryside trip at the end of April. 1t will be 15 days
without a shower, sleeping in a ger with at least 8 other people, and using the bathroom
out in the open steppeland. As for the food, the Mongolians will probably offer us the
best part of the animal...the internal organs. | will certainly send another update after
this trip!

| have also included some photos in this update...just scroll through the pages below.



In front of the Genghis Khan statue

Aother highlight was dinner and a‘cert” at Dugermaa’s house. He pIaye at least
10 different instruments for us. Only three of which | recognized!



A vet meeting at a hotel on the outskirts of Ulaanbaator. No, this wasn't the hotel! But
staying in a ger was an option.

Inside Undrakh'’s ger. (Ellen, my American teacher flat mate).



The ger dinner. Freshly cooked botz.

The Naadam archery stadium.



The target.

The teacher. (Ariuyna, from Singapore)



Setting the bow and arrow. (Karen, large animal technician)

Setting up for the shot. The end!



