
Here is one more little update before I head off to the countryside for 16 days.  While I 
am in the countryside I will be teaching the herders about the value of using veterinary 
services.  When Mongolia was under Russia’s communist control, the veterinarians were 
government funded and they were able to provide free service to the Mongolian herders.  
Now that Mongolia is an independent country the herders have to pay the veterinarians 
and they are very reluctant to do so! 
 
My new flatmate, Esther Fan, a final year vet student from New Zealand, will also be 
joining our team on the countryside trip.  In addition to teaching the herders and vets, my 
Mongolian team also wants us to cook, to lead devotions and to treat any sick animals.  
That leaves me to wonder what everyone else will be doing! 
 
My assignment at the V.E.T. Net office is to help develop the 2010 continuing education 
curriculum for the remote vets.  The Mongolian vets at the office have decided that they 
would like to teach the remote vets about neurology (of all things!).  So, I have been 
busy putting together power point presentations and accompanying lecture notes.  This 
will all eventually have to be translated into Mongolian.  It is a project that will keep me 
busy for a while.  Thankfully, my neurology professor from vet school has kindly provided 
me with a lot of valuable information!  I also hope to spend more time helping at the 
small and large animal V.E.T. Net clinics in the city. 
 
Every morning we have devotions at the V.E.T. Net office.  This is the one time of the 
day when all of the different teams assemble together (i.e. the vets, the teachers, the 
accountants, the cleaners, the drivers, and so on).  I was very amused the other day 
when we played “Who Wants to be a Millionaire” during our devotion time.  It is a 
Mongolian computer game and all of the questions are Bible related.  The Mongolians 
answered the questions so quickly that our translators hardly had time to translate! 
 
Another one of V.E.T. Net’s programs is English language lessons for university 
students.  They come to the office for one hour sessions twice a week.  My friend 
Melissa teaches the intermediate class.  We had the idea to host her students for dinner 
and games at Melissa’s apartment.  It was a good night and another opportunity for them 
to practice their English.  They really enjoyed the game Pit, but not Uno.  We made them 
“American” hamburgers and potato wedges. 
 
 I recently celebrated my 30th birthday here in Mongolia.  I didn’t know what to expect for 
the day.  I ended up having happy birthday sung to me 3 times.  During morning 
devotions they sang the Mongolian birthday song to me.  In the afternoon, the vets 
surrounded my desk and sang happy birthday to me in Mongolian English.  Then, in the 
evening, the “foreigners” sang happy birthday, in English, and I blew out the candle on 
my cake.  And no, there was no special type of Mongolian birthday cake…unless carrot 
cake counts! 
 
I will send out another update once I return from the countryside.  As usual, I have some 
included some photos. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Zeisan Russian memorial.  From the top you can see all of Ulaanbaatar. 
 

 
Zeisan.  The mural tells a story which includes the first Mongolian astronaut! 
 



 
Genghis Khan on the hillside.  Made from stones. 
 

 
The Mongolians LOVE karaoke. (kapaoke is Mongolian for karaoke because p = r) 
 



 
Could I be the poster-child for this restaurant? 
 

 
This is the first time that I heard throat singing. 



 
Okay, this speaks for itself! 


