
It is hard to believe that I have been in Mongolia for nearly three months now.  I have been here 
for long enough that I am settled into a bit of a routine.  However, each day still brings its new 
adventures, with new things to appreciate and new things to be learned. 

I did have the opportunity to watch Mongolian wrestling a couple of weeks ago.  There were 256 
wrestlers from Ulaanbaatar and eight rounds of wrestling.  The entire event was four and a half 
hours long!  Wrestling is one of Mongolia’s age-old "Three Manly Skills" (along with 
horsemanship and archery).  Genghis Khan considered wrestling to be an important way to keep 
his army in good physical and combat shape.  The object of a match is to get your opponent to 
touch his upper body or elbow to the ground.  There are no weight classes or time limits in a 
match. Each wrestler must wrestle once per round, the winners moving on to the next round.   
When a wrestler wins his match, he is adorned with his wrestler’s hat and he performs the eagle 
dance.  I couldn’t keep myself from smirking when I first witnessed the eagle dance; a tough 
Mongolian man waving his arms in the air and prancing around.  V.E.T. Net has a promotional 
calendar which features twelve different wrestlers.  It was exciting when “Mr. June 08/09” won the 
competition! 

At VET Net, on Tuesday mornings, the men and women separate for devotions/ personal 
development time.  The women’s teachings have been interesting lately.  We had someone come 
in to talk to us about natural remedies for illness.  Some ideas were reasonable and some ideas 
were very far-fetched.  For example, if you have a sore throat, you can gargle with a mixture of 
water, iodine, salt and baking soda OR you can swallow a sparrow!  We also spent two weeks 
learning how to knit and crochet.  The Mongolians learned very quickly and were making all sorts 
of items with the donated orange, black and white yarn. 

Almost every week I am going to a different church.  Some churches are very high-tech and have 
their own web-sites where you can watch recordings of the services on-line.  Other churches are 
very basic and meet in gers, on the outskirts of the city.  I appreciate having a Mongolian 
translator with me, or else it would be a very long 2-3 hours! 

The presidential elections were held in Mongolia on May 24th.  The candidates were Enkhbayar of 
the Mongolian People's Revolutionary Party (MPRP) (which is modeled closely after the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union), and Elbegdorj of the Democratic Party.  On June 18th, the 
newly elected president of Mongolia, Elbegdorj, will officially begin his term.  Thankfully, it was a 
peaceful election.  Much unlike last year where, on the evening of July 1, anti-MPRP protesters 
gathered in front of the MPRP headquarters, clashed with the police, and eventually set the 
building on fire. Police used batons, water cannons, tear gas and rubber bullets.  The Cultural 
Palace, north of the MPRP headquarters, was also set on fire.  President Enkhbayar declared a 
state of emergency.  Armored tanks were sent into the streets of Ulaanbaatar, and a night curfew 
and a media blackout were declared.  Five people, all of them civilians, were killed in the riots: 
four were shot, and one apparently died from carbon monoxide poisoning. It was estimated that 
220 civilians and 108 service members were injured and approximately 700 protesters were 
arrested.  I am sure that the Canadian-born, Beijing reporter, who I randomly met in the city, was 
disappointed.  I am sure all of the Mongolians were relieved! 

I have been sharing my apartment with two small animal vet students; one from the USA and one 
from Australia.  It is good to always be meeting so many new people.  I am now preparing for my 
second countryside trip where I will be the only non-Mongolian on my team.  I leave on June 22nd 
and I will be away for 12 days.  I am looking forward to it! 

 

 



 

This is one way of transporting horses around Ulaanbaatar. 

 

 

This is not as it may appear…this card game teaches the small animal vets how 
to work-up different cases. 



 

VET Net women learning how to knit and crochet. 

 

What talent! 



 

The VET Net children gave an end-of-school performance. 

 



 

June 1st; Children’s Day 

 

Milking goats requires all hands on-deck. 



 

Wrestling winner, “Mr. June 2008/2009” 

 


