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            Since last November’s update,   
Dr. Conrad Van Dijk has returned from 
his eighth trip to Sierra Leone. Most        
certainly an eventful and extremely busy 
journey, this visit has proven again that 
amidst the many joys and blessings    
experienced by Conrad, Anna, and    
everyone involved with 
the Poultry Project both 
in Canada and Sierra 
Leone, there are also 
many difficulties and 
challenges that are     
experienced along the 
way. Though Conrad’s 
usual answer to the oft-
asked “How was your trip?” 
is “Excellent!”, the reality is 
that this seemingly simple question is 
truly complex and difficult to answer. 
             This particular path isn’t an easy 
one.  Many twists, bumps, and forks   
appear as the travellers journey along.                    
Understandably, these are sources of   
frustration to those who encounter them; 
they hinder the travellers from reaching 
their destination and prolong a journey 

whose end they are eager to reach.   
             However, there is certainly a 
positive side to these challenges. Such 
experiences cause Conrad, Anna, and the 
rest of the Poultry Project team to rely on 
God more than we may know. For is it 
not in the most difficult times that we  

realize our need for God 
most? Certainly, if this 
path into Sierra Leone 
were perfectly smooth, it 
would be easy to forget 
the Lord’s leading role.  
God’s presence along the 
way is a true comfort,            
assurance, and cause for 

real optimism. Yes, there are     
challenges. But there have 

most certainly been and continue to be 
enormous steps forward in helping the 
people of Sierra Leone rebuild their lives.  
The Van Dijk’s truly feel that 2006 will 
be a breakthrough year for the Sierra 
Leone   Poultry Project. With your sup-
port, in any capacity, this can certainly 
become a   reality.   
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������������� When the sponsorship program for the children of Wellington Orphanage was 
launched in late 2005, no one could be sure of the response that it would generate.  
But, in only a few short months, more than half of the Orphanage’s 64 residents have 
found sponsors!  Praise the Lord!   
             The funds donated by each child’s sponsor will go towards improving that 
particular child’s quality of life as well as improving the Orphanage and the resources 
available to all the residents.  Every child will benefit from each sponsor’s kindness.  
A big thank-you to all of our sponsors.  Certainly, your gifts will make a difference 
for this group of children.  If you haven’t already done so, please consider sponsoring 
a child.  If interested, please contact Shanti Van Dijk at svandijk@cvmcanada.org.  
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WE NEED YOUR  WE NEED YOUR  WE NEED YOUR  WE NEED YOUR  
PRAYER SUPPORTPRAYER SUPPORTPRAYER SUPPORTPRAYER SUPPORT    

To be added to our SL 
Prayer update list (by 

email) please contact us at 
cvandijk@cvmcanada.org.   

Thanks! 

CONTAINER  CONTAINER  CONTAINER  CONTAINER  
PROJECT:PROJECT:PROJECT:PROJECT:    

The next container will The next container will The next container will The next container will 
be shipped to Sierra be shipped to Sierra be shipped to Sierra be shipped to Sierra 

Leone in April!  For a Leone in April!  For a Leone in April!  For a Leone in April!  For a 
complete list of needed complete list of needed complete list of needed complete list of needed 
items, please coitems, please coitems, please coitems, please contact ntact ntact ntact 

cvandijk@cvmcanada.org cvandijk@cvmcanada.org cvandijk@cvmcanada.org cvandijk@cvmcanada.org     
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             January’s trip to Sierra Leone has been the eighth for Dr. Conrad Van Dijk 
since the birth of the Sierra Leone Poultry Project in 2002.  Making 3-5 week 
visits 2 or 3 times a year, Conrad finds that his time there is quickly filled.  Each 
trip proves to have its own agenda and list of priorities.  Though finding time to 
complete everything that needs to be done is sometimes difficult, each trip is 
certainly successful.  So, to discover a little more about what a trip to Sierra Leone 
might look like for Conrad, let’s take a closer look at his most recent visit. 
             The first priority for each trip to Sierra Leone is to focus on the progression of the Poultry Project.  While 
the emphasis in earlier trips had been on manual work (i.e. the physical set-up of equipment and farms), the 
emphasis in recent trips has increasingly been put on administrative work.  Currently, the biggest challenges are in 
teaching the farmers to manage their farms well and in encouraging the managers to expand the overall project.  As 
much as Conrad encourages them to use practices that have proven successful, he notes that many of them learn by 
trial and error and through mistakes made during the times of his absence.   

             His first goal is always to quickly assess the project work and determine what can 
be accomplished in the time available.  After arriving, Conrad immediately met with the 
poultry managers who informed him that farms were being replenished with new flocks 
after the sale of mature flocks before Christmas.  The process has been somewhat slowed 
since the hatchery in Guinea has proven to be rather unreliable.  However, over the course 
of the trip, the Poultry Project team was able to provide thirty current and new farmers 
with flocks.  Visits with the farmers determined that things are progressing well.  A large 
part of the job is encouraging those involved not to be satisfied with mediocre work.  For 
them to proceed with courage and confidence in the work the Lord has given them is 
important to the success of the project.  
             Each trip is as much a learning experience for Conrad as it is for the farmers and 
managers he teaches.  While he always knew the value of manure produced by the flocks 
in terms of the dollar value of its sale, he never knew the true value until he saw how 
carefully it was used for growing vegetables.  The farmers involved with the Poultry 
Project are reaping a double blessing that even Conrad didn’t expect.   
             Often Conrad will be accompanied on his trips by guests seeking to do different 
types of work in Sierra Leone.  On this trip, he was joined by a film crew to make a 
documentary of Sierra Leone’s current situation.  Much of Conrad’s time was spent 

traveling to the country’s northern regions with the crew, in order to provide them with as much exposure to the 
culture and land of Sierra Leone as possible. 
             Building and maintaining relationships with the people that Conrad meets in his travels is also a crucial part 
of his trips to Sierra Leone.  Meetings and visits with various contacts play a significant role in the growth of the 
Poultry Project.  Quite often, as well, strangers who hear of Conrad’s arrival request time with him in hopes of 
receiving some type of aid from him or other Canadians. 
             Visiting the small northern town of Alikalia also fills some of Conrad’s time in Sierra Leone.  Conrad has 
formed significant ties with a Church there and never misses a chance to visit the people that he cares for so deeply.  
Conrad’s home church has since become the sister church of the group in Alikalia, and sent a $1535 donation that 
was partly used for a celebration dinner and will also be used towards 
growing food for the church community. His time there also included 
meaningful worship and fellowship with his brothers and sisters in Christ. 
             During each trip, Conrad learns more about the culture, the 
people, and their way of life.  He also learns more and more about how 
truly in need the country is.  While moments of despair might arise, they 
are always quelled with the knowledge that he and his team have been 
called to this work and that the Lord will most certainly enable them to 
carry it out.  With a large group of supporters behind them, Conrad, Anna, 
and the others march on in faith down the path.   
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             ...Even before we got married in 1969, we felt that we were not the type of people 
who wanted to settle into a nice, suburban, competitive, keep-up-with-the-Jones’ lifestyle.  
We wanted adventure, but above all, we wanted to do something meaningful!   
             It was interesting, trying to determine where God was leading us. After many          
applications and inquiries to different agencies, the Dean of the Ontario Veterinary College 
(OVC) invited Conrad to the University of Guelph for an interview.  When Conrad arrived, 
he was excitedly greeted by a committee of four who had each just received a telegram          
requesting a veterinarian at the Njala University College in Sierra Leone, West Africa! 
             It was obvious that Conrad was the man for the job and Anna, a primary school 

teacher,  was given the opportunity to teach in the Experimental School, part of the Education Department of the   
University.  After our wedding and an invaluable 5-week orientation with Canadian University Service Overseas 
(CUSO), we were off to Africa, each with 66 lbs. of luggage to  last us for the next two years.  
             In Sierra Leone, Conrad’s job involved general veterinary work and he was specifically in charge of the  
poultry.  He also taught Animal Science courses.  The job was not without challenges as he soon had to deal with a 
rabies outbreak in the dog population, and then the cattle herd started dying from a mysterious cause that turned out 
to be a poisonous plant that thrived in the dry season.  Conrad also furthered the expansion of the poultry department.   
             A 2-year honeymoon, an education beyond what any university could provide, and an incredible, challenging, 
and totally out-of-the-ordinary career and lifestyle, all added up to much more than we could have hoped for and gave 
us the desire to continue to do what we could in developing countries for the rest of our lives.  Conrad felt that his  
interest in poultry as a career specialty would allow him to work in most any developing country, including           
poverty-stricken Sierra Leone.  He could help develop healthy poultry farms in the hopes that even very poor people 
would be able to afford an egg a day to combat severe protein deficiency.   
             With this in mind, Conrad applied to OVC in Guelph for a postgraduate course specializing in poultry and we 
left Sierra Leone wondering if the Lord would ever bring us back… 
                                                                                                                                    ...To be continued... 

��
������
�#����$��
������
�#����$��
������
�#����$��
������
�#����$� ����������� ���������	��
������
�	� ������������������������������������������� ���
��������������������������
��������������������������
��������������������������
����������������������� ����

� � � � � 
 �� � � � � 
 �� � � � � 
 �� � � � � 
 � � � � �� �� � � � � � 
 �� � � � 
 �� � � � 
 �� � � � 
 �     � ��� � � ! 
 �� � ! 
 �� � ! 
 �� � ! 
 � " """ ����

%�����������%�����%�����������%�����%�����������%�����%�����������%������ ���
             In early February, a small videography team joined Dr. Conrad Van 
Dijk in Sierra Leone to capture on film something of the current life and   
culture of the tiny country. Chris and Micah van Dijk (Conrad’s nephews) 
along with Chris’ wife, Lisa, worked to capture enough footage to produce a 
documentary.  With a twofold purpose, the crew spent the better part of 
three weeks traveling the Sierra Leonean countryside, not only filming but 
also personally experiencing a variety of aspects of life there.   
             The crew’s first aim was to create a documentary to show the reality 
of Sierra Leone from a positive perspective. Secondly, they wanted to film 
the work that CVMC is doing with the Poultry Project and other projects. 
From visiting a local Freetown marketplace to joining a group of              
predominantly Muslim poultry farmers for an Alpha program session; from speaking 
with key government officials to interviewing local gold miners, the group totally immersed themselves in Sierra 
Leonean culture. For the most part, they were welcomed by the local people who were eager to share their stories. 
While occasionally meeting with some resistance by those who feared being ridiculed by North Americans, the crew 
experienced a great deal of support overall. 
             Particular highlights included time spent at the Wellington Orphanage, at Njala University (the agricultural 
college where Conrad and Anna lived from 1969–1971, which is currently being restored), and with the Alikalia 
church. 
             An integral part of raising awareness revolves around giving those on the outer edges a true visual picture of 
what is happening.  CVMC is so truly thankful that this film project has been brought to fruition.  Their prayer is that 
with this film production, more will see the reality of Sierra Leone and the optimism that defines its future.  
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536 Golf Links Rd.   Ancaster, ON   L9G 2N8 
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Phone: 905-304-6146  Fax: 905-304-1775  Email: cvandijk@cvmcanada.org 
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he studied solely by candlelight, 
Van Dijk left a large camping   
lantern that he’d brought along. In 
April 2006, Andrew writes his   
final exams and with financial  
support, hopes to attend university. 
             Perhaps it is not Andrew’s 
resolve that should be shocking 
but, rather, the strength of his faith.   
Continual knowledge that His Lord 
will provide for him in the midst of 
desperation and poverty is what 
keeps Kamara strong, both in body 
and in soul.  

Meet Andrew Kamara.  Dr. Conrad Van Dijk first 
met this young man during his visit to 
Sierra Leone in July, 2004. A 19-year-
old polio victim, Andrew had been left  
crippled by the disease at an early age. 
He lost both parents during the war. 
Though his story is truly a heart-
wrenching one, Andrew certainly does 
not expect or want pity.  In 2000, he  
accepted Christ and has been living a 
life of His leading ever since. What he 
sought from Conrad was monetary    
support for his education towards      
becoming a medical doctor. Though he 
received some funding in 2004, it was 
not enough.  Upon Conrad’s return in 
November of that year, Andrew made 
the trip to visit Conrad in order to  
maintain connections and seek further 
support.  Missing Conrad the first time, 
Andrew returned a few days later.  This 
young man’s resolve was shocking to 

Conrad since Andrew lives about 10-15 kms from 
the YMCA. Having no money, he had no choice 
but to walk on crutches both ways.   
             Since then, Andrew receives a monthly  
allowance to help with food and school fees and 
some books have been purchased for him.          
Currently, he is seeking better housing.  And since 
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In every 
issue of 

Pathways, 
we‘ll 

introduce to 
you a person 

involved 
with the 
work in 
Sierra 

Leone. The 
man you’re 

meeting 
today is 

especially 
noted for his 
resolve and 
strength in 

faith. 
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P lease  p raye r fu l l y  c ons id er  f i nanc ia l l y  
suppo r t ing  t he  S ie r ra  L eone  Pro jec t .  

 
     P lease  make c heques  payab le  t o :   

C h r i s t i a n  V eC h r i s t i a n  V eC h r i s t i a n  V eC h r i s t i a n  V e t e r i n a r y  M i s s i o n s  o f  C a n a d a  t e r i n a r y  M i s s i o n s  o f  C a n a d a  t e r i n a r y  M i s s i o n s  o f  C a n a d a  t e r i n a r y  M i s s i o n s  o f  C a n a d a  
and  use  t he  s l i p  enc losed  w i t h  t h i s  news le t t e r .   

T hank  you !  

Chr i s t i an  Ve te r i na ry  M iss ions  o f  Canada  
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