To be added to our SL

Prayer request list (by email

please contact us at
inffo@cvmcanada.org

| have been travelling back and forth During my recent time in Sierra
to Sierra Leone about 3x a year foteone, | asked a number of leaders
almost 8 years now and have just recentlyncluding pastors) why Sierra Leone i

there. The question that is always in mghe rise in Christianity? | received a wille
mind is still “How can we best help?”  variety of ideas, but am still seeking
The horrifying realities of life in Haiti @nSWer. The Bible is still our best soufte

d
returned from spending four weekgAfrica, in general, are so poor in spitefbf
e

have been in our of information
living rooms for and | encourage
the last month you to pray with
or so. Before us as we se

t h e
answer.

the earthquake,
Haiti was rate

149th (out o Isaiah  58:6-
182) by the U talks about true
H uma worship  and
Developmen fasting saying,
Index, a survey ‘Is not this th

that measures income, education arknd of fasting | have chosen: to loose e
health. Sierra Leone is ranked 180th—ehains of injustice and untie the cordsjgpf
and in the last several decades, Sierthe yoke, to set the oppressed free fnd
Leone has been last most of the time.  break every yoke? Is it not to share your
We see people suffering, but whatdood with the hungry and to provide the
the best way we can help? We've sedtPOr wanderer with shelter_— when yau
that sending in huge armies with aiP€€ the naked, to clothe him, and nogto
support does not eradicate terrorisnfU™ away from your own flesh a
corruption, and poverty and that billion2/00d?” | believe the answer to o
of dollars in aid don’t seem to go very faduestion lies here and in other passag
as Africa is still the poorest continent. We often think that our way or the
Our goal in Sierra Leone is to alleviateNestern way is the right way. The
poverty and share the message of th&ricans have a wonderful relational way
gospel. Statistics tell us that there weref living with family, friends and
10 million Christians in Africa in 1900. community and sharing their money gad
In 2000, there were 360 million. Yet, ingoods in their own African way.
spite of this phenomenal rise of | pelieve some of our western wallls
Chr|§t|an|ty, Africa is still the poorest .o good and some are not. The same is
continent. true of African ways. The true way |is
It is important not to give up. | God’s way and we need to search for that
believe God has called us to Sierra Leorend apply it diligently. Isaiah 55:8:9
and we must continue to follow Hissays “...so are my ways higher than ygur
leading as we seek answers to how wegays and my thoughts higher than yqur
can help. thoughts.”
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To make the poultry project apoverty. We want to help rural poer
sustainable business has been a rdakrmers but there must be access to markets
challenge. Many people and their familiesis well as practical ways of transporting
have been blessed over the last few yeafsed and other necessities to the farmers
but we have not yet attained 3)Corn growing is bein

the goal of self sufficiency. expanded so that we will n
The purpose of my recent longer rely on procurin

visit was to explore that corn. We expect our farmers
further in order to discover to grow corn for the feed
what we need to do to mill, thus allowing them to
succeed in setting up farmers profit from both the egg
with a permanent business. and corn growing and at t
Over a year ago we same time keep the maj
changed from raising broilers to layersnput cost (feed) down.
because the input costs had risen to such a 4)We are now looking at individual

degree that it became impossible 1¢armgs and community farms for villages in
compete with imported chicken meat. We cooperative style of management. The
switched to egg layers because they afguer will require setting up larger far

more profitable and viable. The_re are egg g. 1000 layers per farm and developinl a
imports but only from neighboring community  coop-

countries who have erative for the farm.

similar input costs )
P 5)The first commu-

plus having to . .
transport the eqas nity farm to be built
" 9 will be for the

into the country. Wellington

We held_a Orphanag
number of planning Village and som

meetings, plans were made f
workshops and this.

brainstorming _
sessions with SCHDO staff, board _ ~ 6)We are planning
members and key stakeholders, and as | waore extensive microfinance and business
preparing to leave, we were developing fraining for the farmers and have found tge

strategic 12-month plan. We discussed t

following main factors:

1)We started a biblical search fo

Hexpertise to do so.

most important aspect
success is to receive the Lord’'s wisdon,

principles of how to develop businesd€velation, and blessings. SCHDO has

God’'s way. Often in Sierra
Leone, business or money
handling is done on a
relational basis that may not
be practical. Decisions may
be made based on the fear of
offending rather than profit
or loss. Discipline and man-
agement are also often weak

because of fear of offending and so on.

2)Farmer selection and

developed a strong prayer
support team led by Pastor
Mathew Kamara, who ha
in the last six months or s
come in weekly to lead th
devotions and encourage Ofir
team.

In the same way we
encourage all our supporters

to pray for us as CVMCanada and SCHDO
a[and all our workers endeavor to relie

future needs as related to a measurementRfVerty in Sierra Leone.
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I'm always so blessed when | get to visit Alikalia The church is very evangelistic and their
because the people are so thankful and full of wdpen emergency fund has also helped local Muslims. They
they see me. have anywhere from one to 10 new converts

Every year | visit this church in the KoinadugyVeeKly- The Sunday | was there, they had 3 gew
District in the far north eastern province of SierrCONVerts.

Leone. The trip from What | bring in our
Freetown to Alikalia standards, is not ve
first takes 2-3 hours on a much. The money |
good highway and then bring annually, above
over 5 hours on “main” paying for the meal, is
rural roads of a quality between $500
that most of our $1,000. Their revolvin
Canadian farmers would fund this year wa
not accept as a path to around $2500 but wit
their backwoods. it, they do so much for
The community of each other and for their
5000 is mainly community. They are
Muslim. The Alikalia truly being the hand
church was started by and feet of Christ.
North American missionaries in the early 1980'sdan | believe that the knowledge that a church on ghe
now more than 200 people attend weekly. They hawvéher side of the world cares for them is givingrth
also started 4 other churches in nearby villages. hope and encouragement. My yearly visit keeps that

| have been visiting their since 2003, usually judtoPe alive and they feel blessed. This hope: is
before or after Christmas. My home church in Aneast encouraging their outreach ministry and they, imtu
Ontario has a special collection to provide a Ghmiss Pl€ss 10 smaller churches in the area.
celebration meal and extra money to put into alk@vg To me this is an ideal mission trip. People at &
fund. This fund is used to invest in growing vedeés, are praying, they are supporting with their giftsam
petty trading, to help orphans and widows, used fbtessed and honoured to bring the gifts and toksjea
emergency loans or grants such as replacing roofs words of encouragement, (they asked me to give|the
seven houses after a storm. We have also beert@ablemessage that Sunday) they receive the gift andtuee
help them in the past with medical supplies anckboo reach out and bless their neighbours. Praise tha! L

| was extremely blessed to visit three small cheschspecifically set up in October 2007 for our poul

with 50-60 attendants each, that were formed asfaamers and their communities.

result of the Alpha Program. This program was The first church began in 2008 and two mare
churches were added in the last year. Pastor Gonte
oversees the Alpha Program and the churches. gOn
Sunday, February 7th, he took me to visit all thiee
churches. We arrived at the first church durfhg
prechurch Sunday School, the next church dufing
worship time and the third church for the sermofit
each church | was asked to give a 10-15 min. messfg
encouragement.

We are so thankful that the people we are worlgng
with are so open to the gospel!
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MEET THE

PLAYERS # #
In every issue of For the last six months, Brother
Pathways, we'll Mathew Bernard Kamara has been
introduce you 10| |eading weekly devotions and worship

those involved | . .
with the work in | With SCHDO staff. He meets with four

Sierra Leone. |other members of a prayer team who
The man you're[ come into the SCHDO office twice a
meeting today i month on Saturday morning to pray

especialy Noted yith SCHDO staff for SCHDO.

devotion, and | Brother Mathew is an evangelist with
sacrifice.  |the New Life Ministries Church in

Freetown, Sierra Leone. Before going

into ministry work, Mathew was an accomplished musi

cian playing solo guitar for a band at the secoigdést Brother Mathew, (2nd from Left) with some members o f the prayer
hotel in Sierra Leone team and Poultry Project Director Alpha Abu (far Ri  ght).

Now in his 40's, Mathew only began playing guitafesrs into his miraculous talent, an opportunityne
some 15 years ago by way of a dream. He explal@d ¢, gteady and his band to travel to the Unitéates
as he slept, he saw himself floating in the air 8r@e o, he was keen to have Mathew travel with the mrou
was someone up there showing him how to play tie gyt ahout that time, Mathew was invited by a meigir
tar. No one taught him the strings, he just stapled-  ay1and her church's Sunday service where he lga
ing. His dexterity with the guitar soon became Uibe ico (4 Christ. With his new faith, Mathew turnedwin

able; he could play with the instrument on his heatis the offer to travel to the States. He was promisedey|
back. for the trip but declined saying he had gotten davic-

Mathew played alongside Sierra Leone’s Steadipn to work for Christ."

Bondo, the most popular singer at the time. Juswa

The Alpha Program Needs YOU! Container Items Being Distributed!
Please consider supporting the Alpha Program with The container of humanitarian goods arrived

a monthly donation to help provide the weekly Feb. 2, was cleared on Feb. 25, and is now hefhg
communal meals and the related men’s, distributed to those in need. Read the|fyl
women'’s, and youth ministries story in the next issue pf
that are changing thes Pathways int@
farming communities! Please prayerfully consider financially supporting Sierra Leonel

the Sierra Leone Project.
Please make cheques payable to:

Christian Veterinary Missions of Canada
and use the slip enclosed with this newsletter.
Thank you!
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