MOSES PROJECT 
Update - December 2010

Last month another CVM Shuttle trip was made to the Middle East to visit Dr. Joe and support the Moses project – three veterinarians traveled from diverse locations in Canada and USA bringing supplies and equipment.  One veterinarian came along for the first time, to find out more about the Moses Project and to help determine possibilities for longer term involvement.  

Dr. Joe is quite enthusiastic about opportunities for both the veterinary and outreach work we are sharing with him.  Sam the veterinary assistant was away on vacation during the time we visited, but God has richly blessed him, both in terms of personal spiritual growth and in opportunities to share with others.  Sam essentially lives at the clinic, which helps in terms of keeping the clinic open for sales when Dr. Joe is out on call, and also provides opportunities for speaking with people about spiritual matters in the privacy of the clinic.  Several individuals have been quite interested in finding out more about what Sam believes.  Of course, one of the main reasons many locals are interested in speaking with Sam is to try to convert him to Islam.  But in the course of such discussions, Sam has been able to clearly present the gospel to a number of interested people.  Please pray for Sam, for wisdom and boldness and safety as he lives a life of witness among a people who rarely have the chance to hear about the Truth.

Dr. Joe, too, has seen a number of opportunities to share the good news.  There have been some threats as to his safety from people who want to scare him into silence, but as he says, “I told them that one thing I will not do is stop proclaiming Jesus as Lord – I trust He will protect me”.  Business in the clinic is slowly increasing to the point that clinic expenses have been covered by income over the past four months – this is cause for thanksgiving.  More of that increase is due to drug sales than professional fees but Dr. Joe is getting farmers used to the idea of paying a nominal fee for a physical exam.  Since our recent visit to him Dr. Joe is set up to better perform cytology in the clinic and also to run some basic blood tests; the safety and efficacy of anaesthesia has also been improved.  During our visit there were a number of visits from farmers who were new clients; they experienced the value of veterinary intervention in physical examinations as well as post mortem evaluations (both of which are not commonly done in Dr. Joe’s region).  We pray that increasing the credibility and quality of veterinary medicine and service will also increase the credibility of witness in Dr. Joe’s practice.   There is no doubt that the new clinic location has helped in providing opportunities to speak with people; for this we are also grateful.  During our visit we visited the site of Dr. Joe’s previous clinic, which has been completely  destroyed and removed, ostensibly to make way for the new road (no sign of construction yet!!).

One need that was highlighted during our visit is the need for better transportation; much of Dr. Joe’s work is dependent on being able to visit farms, in addition to daily travel of about 100 Km round trip to and from his home.  The vehicle we are renting now has been provided at a reduced cost through a friend, but it is almost ten years old with about 200,000 km on it and it is not a high quality car, and the road conditions are sometimes very robust (can be ruinous!).  We suspect that sometime during the year Dr. Joe will be without transportation if/when the car finally reaches its final parking spot (there are signs this could happen sooner rather than later!).   After careful consideration we have determined it would be better to buy a vehicle than rent one.  Unfortunately the prices of vehicles are greatly inflated by taxation, but we believe it should be able to purchase a reliable used pickup truck for about CDN $20,000.  So we are making an appeal to all readers – please pray with us that Dr. Joe may obtain appropriate transportation, and if you are able to help please send donations to Christian Veterinary Mission, earmarked ‘Moses Project – vehicle’.  The good news is that we already have a pledge from one private company and a number of smaller donations that in total amount to $6500!  That means we are already 1/3 of the way to keep Dr. Joe on the road!  We are hoping that two more companies may each donate $5000 and other individuals a total of about $3500 to reach our goal.  Remember, these donations will be receipted as charitable donations for tax purposes.  On behalf of Dr. Joe and the people he serves, thank you for considering this request.

On another note, the recent shuttle trip has resulted in identification of another two possible areas of outreach in Dr. Joe’s country.  Please pray for opportunities for Sam and Dr. Joe to serve and share in their area among the most needy of the peoples of the world, and for CVM as we seek to serve Jesus Christ through veterinary medicine.


